
 

 

"What can we do to help?" means "We are going to help." 

The senior partner in your intellectual property group speaks every year at a conference put 
together by one of the pharmaceutical companies he represents.  This conference is open to many 
in the industry and is one of the most visible presentation opportunities in which the partner 
engages.  This year the entire focus of the conference are new FDA regulations.  The program 
will attract the legal staff of many different companies.  The client charges a premium 
registration fee to attend this program.  The senior partner has told the client he would check to 
see if the firm will take care of the CLE credit for the program.   The program is being held at a 
resort in the Bahamas.  The brochure is almost ready to go to print.  The senior partner, via 
email, asks you what can we do to help.  The client's conference planner is cc'd.   

 

1)  What has been done about CLE for past conferences? 

2)  Any issues with charging for attendance?  

3)  Can CLE credit still be sought without the firm being the provider? 

4)  Any issues with the program taking place outside of the US? 

5)  What about attorney self-application options? 

6)  Communication with senior partner and planner. 
 

 

"My CLE renewal comes up next month.  I need 25 hours." 

It's a phone call, an email or even a stop by.  Each punctuated by an air of desperation with a 
slight undertone of entitlement.  A lawyer is facing his/her CLE deadline and comes to you for 
help.  They are several hours short of meeting their state's mandatory minimum. 

And to make it more interesting, the lawyer wants the credits in audio CD's so they can be 
listened to while commuting. 

 

1)  Every PD professional should have a set response for this.  It will happen 

2)  Know the rules of the jurisdiction.  Different states have restrictions on the number of CLE 
credits that can be earned  on demand or by self study. 

3)  Do you have a library of recordings? Online?  Portable media?  

4)  Do your attorneys have access to a subscription service for legal training? 


