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There’s apps for everything but one thing we never seem to talk about are apps that publishing people 
may be interested in. Is this because none exist? No of course not, there are more than 100 flashlight 
apps out there so finding apps for publishing cannot be that hard…right? Now finding GOOD apps for 
publishers – that’s another story. Here are 20 that may interest you because they increase productivity, 
they allow further collaboration, or…they are just cool. Enjoy! 

 

App #1:  

Blogsy for iPad 

 

Price: $4.99 

Description: Blogsy is a tool designed specifically to take full advantage of the iPad’s unique touch 
functionality. Adding your photos and videos is as easy as dragging them from the media sidebar and 
dropping them into your blog post. This makes writing blog posts as easy as it should be, saving you 
from the hassle of jumping from app to app to manually copy/paste embed codes or links. Makes blog  
writing so easy on the iPad that you will use it instead of your computer. 

 

 



It works with the following Blogging platforms: 

 

 Downsides? Not really any downsides but some would say you can just use some of the other direct 
blogging platforms – but the interface on this is very nice. 

 

App #2:  

iBooks Author 

http://www.apple.com/ibooks-author/ 

Price: FREE 

Description: An app that allows anyone to create beautiful iBooks for iPad and Mac. With galleries, 
video, interactive diagrams, 3D objects, mathematical expressions, and more, these books bring content 
to life in ways the printed page never could. Makes it simple to add text, graphics, movies, and more, so 
your book looks exactly the way you want. Drag and drop a Pages (see later!) or Microsoft Word 
document to the Book pane to add it as a new section. Then, when you drag and drop in images, your 
text automatically flows around them. 

Downsides? Only publishes in iBooks and PDF formats. 
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App #3:  

Flipboard 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: I like to call flipboard my personal magazine. It’s a combination visual enhancement and 
personal publishing marvel.  
 
When you first launch Flipboard simply pick a few topics to start reading everything from world news to 
sports, travel and more. You can also add popular publications, such as The New York Times or Vanity 
Fair, or add Etsy to shop right from Flipboard. You can find thousands of websites, RSS feeds and 
interesting sources like Politico and Brain Pickings, or explore magazines being created on Flipboard in 
“By Our Readers.” Add Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr and more to see updates from your social 
world, all in a magazine style experience. Anything you like, comment on or favorite goes right back into 
your social networks, so you can easily interact and add to the conversation.  
 
Downsides? Well other than it really won’t do a THING for you at work or generate any revenue…no, it’s 
just cool. 

 

App #4:  

iMockups/SketchyPad  

  

Price: $6.99/$4.99 

Description: These are easy-to-use and cheap “wireframes” or web page mockup tools. These apps will 
make designers, programmers, and interface worker’s lives much easier. Easy-to-use interface and a lot 



of various stencils will help you to mockup web sites and apps interfaces. Although MORE for designers I 
find myself using one of them for designing new web products where the content JUST does not fit the 
model we have that’s “standard” and for looking at new app designs. It helps me to visualize how things 
will look in different environments. 

Downsides? More for developers and each is just slightly different so that I feel forced to get better at 
one and abandon the other - however this seems to be very subjective which is why I included both. 

 

App #5:  

Dropbox  

 

Price: Free for 2 GB storage, $99 a year for 100 GB of storage 

Description: Ok this is not new - everybody knows about Dropbox - but I’m betting a lot of folks don’t 
use it half as much as they could. This has become the “go to” storage and file transfer service for me 
between vendors, authors, even between folks who are on different networks within our own company. 
Really easy and really cheap even for the 100 GB option. 

Dropbox lets you bring all your photos, docs, and videos anywhere and share them easily. Access any file 
you save to your Dropbox from all your computers, iPhone, iPad and even the Dropbox website! 

The iPhone/iPad interface just got a nice upgrade in both tools, ease-of-use ad functionality. I use it from 
my iPhone all the time for both personal and professional reasons. 

Downsides? Always be careful using something like this on the cloud for sensitive documents! 

 

 

 

 



App #6:  

Blogpress  

 

Price: $4.99 

Description: BlogPress is a “universal blog management platform” which allows you to manage 
WordPress, TypePad, Tumblr and various other blogging platforms. It’s got a built in comment 
management system (for WordPress and Blogger), supports the basic blogging operations and uploading 
photos and videos. It also integrates with the Facebook and Twitter to bring you a complete blogging-
social media engagement. 

Downsides? Well, you have to pay for it…but not much! 

 

App #7:  

WhatTheFont/Fontbook  

  

Price: FREE/$4.99 

Description: Are you a font geek? Ever seen a great font in a magazine ad, poster, or on the web and 
wondered what font it is? Whip out your iPhone and snap a photo, and WhatTheFont will identify that 
font in seconds! Works via Wi-Fi or the mobile phone network, so you can get your font fix right there 
on the spot.  

Then…once you know the font… 

The FontBook Editorial Staff has been the definitive authority on documenting and comparing 
commercial typefaces. In addition to researching the typographic works of past decades, the editors also 
keep abreast of new releases, which are now regularly added to the FontBook App in real-time via over-

http://blogpressapp.com/


the-air updates, starting in 2011.  
 
The FontBook App documents the libraries of 134 international type foundries who publish the works of 
1660 type designers – covering 36,734 typefaces from 8038 font families. The app presents the 
extensive content in over 730,000 typeface samples which can be intuitively spread out, searched, 
layered, moved, scrolled and combined like a collection of maps.  

Downsides? WhatTheFont is not perfect – it’s a bit hit or miss especially with exotic fonts, but wow it’s 
very cool when it is dead on right. 

 

App #8:  

Things  

 

Price: $9.99 

Description: Organization is a wonderful thing for busy people! When you start using Things, you'll be 
surprised how easy it is to enter and manage your tasks. And with Things' interface, task management 
becomes a delight. But all of this doesn't come at the expense of power – everything you wish for in a 
task manager, Things has you covered. 
 
• Today: Decide which tasks you want to do today and put them into your Today list. Throughout the 
day, come back to this list to check items off. Things will automatically show you due and scheduled 
items there once their date arrives - so you won't miss anything important. 
• Focus: See what you need to do Today, what's coming up Next, and what's Scheduled for later. Put 
tasks in Someday if you can't work on them right now, you can always come back to them later. 
• Keep organized: Work, Family, Hobby - with Things, everything has its place. Projects and Areas of 
Responsibility let you master complex tasks and stay on top of your responsibilities in life and work. 
• Use Tags to assign contexts, priorities, time – whatever fits your personal workflow. Quickly filter a list 
to find those tasks which are most relevant now. 
• And much more: Create repeating tasks, add due dates, schedule tasks for a later date, review 
completed tasks in the Logbook, etc. 
• Things Cloud stores your to-dos and updates them quickly & effortlessly across your Macs, iPhone, 
iPod touch, and iPad (things Cloud is free). 

Downsides? Kind of pricey but can you put a price on organization? Yes…yes you can. 



App #8:  

Lucyphone  

 

Price: FREE 

Description: Everyone hates waiting on hold for Customer Service. LucyPhone makes it easy to look up 
Customer Service numbers and place Customer Service calls. Just pick a company to call and give Lucy a 
number to call you back on. If you can't find the company you are looking for, no worries... you can also 
have Lucy connect you to any toll-free number. While Lucy waits on hold for you, the app shows you the 
status of the call. You can also re-join the call if you want to resume your place in the queue! 
 
Downsides? It’s a little creepy entering your own phone number to be called back but it seems to work 
fine! 

 

App #9:  

Downcast 

  
Price: $2.99 

Description: If you like listening to podcasts you’ll love this – if you have not listened to podcasts, once 
you try this app you may start! Download and listen to your favorite podcasts directly from your iOS 
device without the need to sync with iTunes. Search, subscribe to and download audio and video 
podcasts of any size; manually subscribe to podcasts via URL; download podcasts automatically 
(including resuming downloads); continue podcast downloads in background (per iOS restrictions); 
browse and download older podcast episodes, and much more.   
 
Downsides? Addictive! 



App #10:  

Pages 

 
Price: $9.99 

Description: Pages is the most functional word processor you’ve ever seen on a mobile device. This 
powerful word processor helps you create reports, resumes, and documents in minutes. Pages has been 
designed exclusively for the iPad, iPhone, and iPod touch with support for Multi-Touch gestures and 
Smart Zoom. 
 
Get a quick start by using one of over 60 Apple-designed templates. Or use a blank document and easily 
add text, images, shapes, and more with a few taps. Then format using beautiful preset styles and fonts. 
And use advanced features like change tracking, comments, and highlights to easily review changes in a 
document. 
 
With iCloud built in, your documents are kept up to date across all your devices. You can instantly share 
a document using just a link, giving others the latest version and the ability to edit it directly from 
www.icloud.com using a Mac or PC browser. 
 
Downsides? Some issues synching with Dropbox. 

 

App #11:  

Goodreader 

 
Price: $4.99 



Description: GoodReader is a super-robust PDF reader for iPad. With GoodReader on your iPad, you can 
read virtually anything, anywhere: books, movies, maps, pictures. GoodReader has earned its accolades 
by the way it handles huge PDF and TXT files, manuals, large books, magazines, and renderings of 100 
mb and more with great speed. The ability to mark-up PDFs opens up new doors to GoodReader users 
who can now use typewriter text boxes, sticky notes, lines, arrows, and freehand drawings on top of a 
PDF file. This “annotation” feature is one of the reasons it’s so popular. Also syncs with Dropbox, 
SkyDrive, SugarSync and any WebDAV, AFP, SMB, FTP or SFTP server - syncs entire folders or individual 
files separately. 

Downsides? Some would say the Adobe reader has many of these advantages for free – but some would 
be wrong, this does a lot more than Adobe reader.   

 

App #12:  

Tactilize 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: Ever hear of “hypercards?” Tactilize is a free platform to create and share interactive 
content for the iPad and social media.  It is the easiest way to explore great quality content that you’re 
interested in, to discover amazing creators and things from around the world, and to create awesome 
interactive Card Collections. Tactilize enables you to publish: * for free * in real time * without any 
development or design skills required (my favorite) * from the iPad and from any browser * interactive, 
sharable and embeddable Cards * directly connected to in-app purchase 
 
Distribute your engaging content with cloud and social web integration (Dropbox, Instagram, Facebook, 
Gmail, Drive, Flickr, Twitter, etc.). 
 
Downsides? Not sure the “hypercard” wave has caught on but I had a lot of fun with this app – very 
intuitive and easy-to-use and very compatible with virtually all of social media.  

 

 



App #13:  

Cardmunch 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: Is anybody other than me tired of the “business card pass-around” at meetings, 
conferences, and events? Wouldn’t it be nice to be “business card paperless?” Cardmunch is a free app 
which convert business cards to address book contacts, and then add them as connections on LinkedIn. 
From there you can view relevant LinkedIn profile info, connections in common, work history, and more, 
for the cards you scan. 
 

So you may be saying – yea, so what – it’s another OCR card reader, dime a dozen. Well ACTUALLY it’s 
not at all – believe it or not when an image of a card is captured it’s sent to REAL LIVE PEOPLE who 
transcribe the info accurately and then provide associations with people on Linkedin. Hey it’s free - give 
it a try.  

Downsides? Requires you to have a Linkedin account. Are there people that don’t have a linkedin 
account these days? 

 

App #15:  

Dragon Dictation 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: All of these convert speech to text apps are terrible right – I’d spend more time editing than 
I would if I just typed it out. I thought the same thing until I tried the new Dragon Dictation App for the 
iPhone. Tried in my normal voice and then in my “Spongebob Squarepants” voice and darned if the thing 



wasn’t SERIOUSLY accurate. The fact that the app has 4.5 stars on the app store was also not lost on 
me– only Angry Birds has that high of a rating. 

Dragon Dictation is an easy-to-use voice recognition application powered by Dragon NaturallySpeaking 
that allows you to easily speak and instantly see your text or email messages. In fact, it’s up to five (5) 
times faster than typing on the keyboard. With Dragon Dictation you can also dictate status updates 
directly to your Social Networking applications (Facebook and Twitter) or send notes and reminders to 
yourself….all using your voice.  So when you’re on-the-go, stop typing and start speaking – from short 
text messages to longer email messages, and anything in between. 

Downsides? Awkwardness in public places. 

 

App #16:  

Signnow 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: Ok this fulfilled a dream of mine. It’s like a magic signing wand…app…thing.  

Need to sign a document? Need to get someone’s signature on a document? SignNow makes it easy to 
do both for free, and forget about printing, scanning, or faxing. Simply: 1) Upload any PDF, Word, or rich 
text document from your iPhone or iPad’s Email, Dropbox, Camera, and more. 2) Sign realistically with 
your finger. People won’t even know your signature was electronic. 3) Email the signed document to 
anyone, or save the document to a free SignNow account. 
 
People use SignNow to sign and fill documents including NDA’s, sales agreements, celebrity 
endorsements, real estate contracts, financing agreements, permission slips, marriage documents, and 
more. 
 
• Sign documents with just a finger   
• No need to print, sign, or fax documents again 
• Fill and complete PDF, Word, or rich text documents 
• Open documents from your email inbox, Dropbox, and more 
• Archive documents into folders for organization and safe keeping 
• Send a document to be signed by a client or coworker online or on their mobile device 



• Easily collect signatures from multiple people in the same room 
• Create a team and share documents and templates 
• Secured with bank quality encryption (we take your security seriously) 
• Legal electronic signatures, digital signatures, and esign tool accepted internationally 
• Full Offline - Sign documents offline, never fear bad internet in front of clients 
• Printing - Print any document with AirPrint enabled printers 
 
Downsides? Takes practice signing with your finger!    

 

App #17:  

Linkedin 

 
Price: FREE 

Description: Does anybody NOT have this app? But I had to mention it right? Personally I like the app 
version a lot better on the iPhone and iPad better than the web version. I think the last time I used the 
Web version was when the original iPad came out! The feature I use the most on Linkedin when I am 
LIKING my job – the news feed. Really great info there – use it all the time. 

The LinkedIn app for iPhone and the new LinkedIn iPad app make it even easier to connect and grow 
your network, engage with professional content and gain insights right from the updates feed. The 
intelligent navigation is personalized just for you based on how you use LinkedIn every day. 
 
Features: 
• Connect with more than 259 million members worldwide 
• Stay up to date with people in your network 
• Search for people, jobs, companies and groups 
• Follow Influencers to get insights and original content from industry leaders in your stream 
• Update your profile from within the app 
• View and save recommended jobs 
• Read the latest industry news 
• Follow and learn more about companies 



• Keep up with your favorite groups 
• Purchase and upgrade your account to a LinkedIn Premium Subscription 

Downsides? Hackers? 

 

App #18:  

Hightail (used to be yousend it) 

 

Price: FREE 

Description: This one is kind of a combination of Dropbox and in some ways Signnow. The best use – 
when you have a huge email file you want to send and your server or the server you are sending it to 
can’t accept the file this gives you a way around that. And for THAT it works very well. 

Hightail for iPhone and iPad makes it easy to access and share your important documents, 
presentations, photography and videos. Upload photos and videos straight from your device to your 
Hightail folders, securely send large files to anyone, sign documents with your finger and share folders 
to work more effectively with your team. Whenever you make changes to a file on your device, it’s 
automatically updated so you’ll see the new version when you’re back at your desk.  
 
Watch the video: https://vimeo.com/70567048 

Downsides? You could argue that this does two things well but 2 other apps do each thing better 
(dropbox and signnow) but I think some of that is personal preference. 
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App #19:  

Pocket 

 

Price: FREE 

Description: Ever have that problem (old age?) when you remember you read some interesting tidbit 
somewhere but have NO IDEA where. Pocket lets you take your content with you. Whenever you come 
across an interesting article, video, or website you want to check out later, you no longer have to send 
yourself links or bookmark items in your browser. Simply put it in your Pocket. Once something is in your 
Pocket, it automatically syncs across your phone, tablet, and computer so you can view it anytime on 
any device, without an Internet connection.  
 
• WHAT YOU CAN POCKET - Articles, videos, recipes...anything you find online. It’s easy to save to 
Pocket from your favorite apps or desktop browser 
• VIEW EVERYWHERE - If it’s in Pocket, it’s on your phone, tablet or computer 
• EASY ON THE EYES - See your articles, videos, and everything else in an easy-to-view layout that 
improves the consumption experience of any page 
• ALL NEW HIGHLIGHTS - Calls out the best and most relevant content in your Pocket for quick browsing  
• SHARE WHAT YOU LOVE - Easily send to a friend’s Pocket, or share via Facebook, Twitter, or email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



App #20:  

YOUR App 

 

Price: $TBD! 

Description: Does your organization have an app? Are you making assumptions on whether you should 
have one or not based on cost considerations that may not be accurate? Have you asked your customers 
if having an app would allow them to consume your content more?  

Bloomberg BNA is a big company and we have several apps which were released in 2013 which our 
customers love. Our Law Reports App is so frequently used it has for many firms replaced receipt of our 
legal news content by email delivery. Our award winning Insights App allows users to get weekly articles 
and videos created by expert attorney practitioners on topics that are extremely current. Next month 
we’ll be launching our most comprehensive app to date based on overwhelming customer request. 

But you don’t have to be large company to launch an app – check out Jeff SKI Kinney’s presentation later 
during this conference. You’ll be surprised!   

 


